146                                                            Earl Haig

largest British Armies in the history of the Empire at the most
searching crisis of that Empire's existence. During a great part
of those terrible years, at the very centre of the most spectacular
events, he remained himself so little spectacular that his person-
ality was almost unknown. Psychologically he was scarcely felt
in the Army until his famous c backs to the wall' message in the
spring of 1918, when the Germans had hurled back the Allied
front, revealed him as a fighter of Wellingtonian tenacity. Then
there passed through the shattered forces that revivifying thrill
which is the fruit and the proof of leadership, the thrill that
made men do the impossible, rally and re-form when all seemed
lost, and bore them to one of the decisive victories in world-
history.

" But Earl Haig seemed only to grow to his full stature when
the war was over. Then, in the depth and practicality of his
sympathies for all who had served under him, and in his unceasing
labours on their behalf, his countrymen realised the great-hearted-
ness and the plain human magnetism that had been hidden from
them by the fog of war. He displayed an unbounded belief in
the capacity of the nation to carry into the years of peace the
same qualities of resolution and camaraderie that had made it
triumphant in war."
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" Lord Haig will be mourned to-day by the nation and the
Empire as the foremost figure in those great armies, whose long
.effort and agony carried us unconquered through the ordeal of
the War. From its beginning to its end he was engaged on the
main Western fronts, commanding first a corps, then an army,
then the largest group of British Armies in the world or in history.
An incomparably vaster number of British and Dominion soldiers
served under him than had ever before served under any man
of our race and language.